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Review 
 
Hope as Noun "the hope of your calling" = Eschatological Hope 
 
I. Eschatology Revisited 
 
A. Intermediate State  

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due reward 
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong."  And he said, "Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom." And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise." (Luke 23:39-44) 

 B. Hope as Waiting and Anticipating 
 
Realized Eschatology  vs.  Anticipated Eschatology 
 
“Jesus said to Martha, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said unto him, ‘I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; he who believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live, and he whoever lives and believes 
in me shall never die.’” (John 11.23-26a) 
 
"For in this [i.e. the redemption of our bodies] hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?" (Romans 8: 25) 
 
“For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:22-4) 
 
II. Thinking about Death and Grief 
 
A. Ancient Views of Death 
 
1. Plato's Phaedo 
 
2. Epicurean View 
 
3. Stoic View 
 
4. Plutarch's Moderate View: A Limited Grief 
 
"I do not see, my dear wife, why these things and the like, after delighting us while she lived, 
should now distress and dismay us as we take thought of them. Rather I fear on the contrary 
that while we banish painful thoughts we may banish memory as well...Rather just as she was 
herself the most delightful thing in the world to embrace, to see, to hear, so too must the 



thought of her live with us and be our companion, bringing joy in greater measure than it brings 
sorrow..." (Consolation to his Wife 3) 
 
B. "Modern" Approaches to Death and Grief 
 
 
III. Lament: Naming our Grief, Naming our Brokenness, Claiming the Covenant  
 
Walter Brueggemann's Dialectic of Lament 
 
Thesis     Antithesis    Synthesis 
Orientation     Disorientation    Reorientation 
Doxology    Complaint: Naming our Suffering    Doxology of Hope 
 
 
Psalm 42 
As a hart longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for thee, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God? 
3 My tears have been my food day and night, while men say to me continually, "Where is your 
God?" 4 These things I remember, as I pour out my soul; how I went with the throng, and led 
them in procession to the house of God, with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, a 
multitude keeping festival. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for 
I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 
6 My soul is cast down within me, therefore I remember thee from the land of Jordan and of 
Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 7 Deep calls to deep at the thunder of thy cataracts; all thy waves 
and thy billows have gone over me. 
8 By day the LORD commands his steadfast love; and at night his song is with me, a prayer to 
the God of my life. 9 I say to God, my rock: "Why hast thou forgotten me? Why go I mourning 
because of the oppression of the enemy?" 10 As with a deadly wound in my body, my 
adversaries taunt me, while they say to me continually, "Where is your God?" 
11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; 
for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 


